sures for practicality and community 
service on the other. The issue, then, is 
whether the liberal colleges can some- 
how project the values of liberal learn- 
ing beyond their own campuses and in- 
to these elements of the country’s sys- 
tem of higher education. 

The progress made by the secondary 
schools during the past ten years 
should identify them as strong part- 
ners in such an endeavor. The day has 
ended when we can think of the sec- 
ondary school as providing merely a 
preparatory experience for college. It 
has reached maturity, and many of its 
students are clearly mature students 
one to two years before they apply for 
college admission. We have thus 
reached the time when the liberal cur- 
riculum is no longer a four-year col- 
lege experience. It is in the joint cus- 
tody of the schools and of the higher 
institutions. 

Under these circumstances, there is 
opportunity and need to strengthen the 
ties between the schools and the liberal 
arts colleges, and between these insti- 
tutions and all other elements of high- 
er education. We need to insure that 
students, particularly able students, 


can move freely and easily from the 
last two years of secondary school 
through the first two of college: to in- 
sure that their academic experiences 
will be continuous, nonrepetitive, and 
progressively challenging. 

What seems to be most needed now 
is a means of subjecting the entire cur- 
riculum of this critical four-year peri- 
od to comprehensive study and re- 
view: of investigating the problems of 
imbalance mentioned above and of 
suggesting solutions. To this end, the 
College Board’s senior officers have re- 
cently proposed to its members and 
trustees that an academic council of 
the Board be created. While the exact 
functions of such a council have not 
been specified, the general proposal is 
this: 

The council should consist of teach- 
ers, not administrators. It should be 
broadly representative of the profes- 
sion at both secondary and higher lev- 
els, and in all academic disciplines. In 
its continuing study of the curriculum 
of these four years, it would seek evi- 
dence of and ways of minimizing im- 
balance that impedes the progress of 
able students from one level to another. 





It would make periodic reports and 
recommendations to the College Board 
and to the educational community. 

The council would, of course, be 
merely a deliberative body. Thus its 
influence on the curriculums of indi- 
vidual schools and colleges would be 
expressed only through the cogency of 
its observations and the value of its 
recommendations. It would, however, 
be able to look to that part of the aca- 
demic continuum that has become in 
the joint custody of schools and col- 
leges and is hence no longer in the ex- 
clusive province of either. For this rea- 
son, we believe it could contribute use- 
fully to the national dialogue about 
educational change. 

The College Board should be pre- 
pared to lend its support to efforts in 
this direction. The strengthening of 
liberal learning in the educational ex- 
perience common to schools and col- 
leges has been a traditional role for 
the Board, although this role has some- 
times been obscured by an overempha- 
sis on the testing and examining func- 
tion. In this endeavor, we would wel- 
come the support of the Board’s entire 
membership. 
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